Town Hall/Symphony Hall

I finally feel as if I am making some headway, I’ve built good relationships here and folk are beginning to understand the value of chaplaincy.

 Staff seem to be much more comfortable asking questions about  Chaplaincy and I’ve had some really interesting conversations, especially as I’ve been coming in once a week (previously fortnightly) which, staff have stated, makes a huge difference.

We’ve had some changes too.  The chaplaincy office has moved, (which was a first for me) and so has the prayer room, which has made it more accessible. The move of office made me conscious of the fragility around Chaplaincy.  I recall the statement Stephen Willey always quotes, “as Chaplain’s we are always a guest”, but we are very fortunate - we have not been asked to move out! 

I have found it slightly harder to build up relationships at Town Hall, and have decided to go in once a month in the evening, as this will give me access to many more staff.  I hope that this will enable me to build a rapport. 

We held a Pancake Day on Shrove Tuesday which was received very positively and was a great opportunity for staff to come to our new office.  

Overall, chaplaincy at Town/Symphony hall has been ticking over smoothly.  I often wonder if there is more to be done to make an impact, but I feel continuing to be a listening visible presence is just what is needed. 

City Centre Chaplaincy

It’s been four months since I started  this post and it’s been a real eye opener to just how vast the city is. I am still getting to grips with different aspects of City Centre life, and I am still networking and listening to where God is calling me to focus.  For now I am going where I am welcome. 

My Commissioning service at St Martin’s in the Bull Ring was a blessing and well attended.  

As my work progresses, I hope to build and raise the profile of Chaplaincy in the City and continue to seek ways of being a presence in the City

 Elaine Hutchinson

