Thoughts on Chaplaincy 2009

Well it was all rather a surprise to be appointed and licensed as temporary part time Chaplain to St. George’s Community Hub, Newtown Birmingham (formerly known as St. George’s Post 16 Centre) in June 2009. There is a saying, ‘you can either float on the surface of life or plunge deep into the water’ and being renowned as a plunger I set about getting to know the organisations with the excuse of compiling a directory of contact numbers, addresses, re- organised a room that is available for reflection, established ‘a thought for the week’ and frantically prayed for guidance, inspiration and God’s blessing of all who work and visit in this place. 

There is a diverse range of Partners in Residence and service users working within the Hub including Gateway Family Services offering a pregnancy advice and support service, Changemakers creating volunteering opportunities with training and/or accreditation, Titan Partnership providing teacher training and alternative education, The Council of Black led Churches and at the end of Feb. 2010 Churches Together as well as 6 day a week Youth Work, Zen Shin Martial Arts Academy and and and!! And trust me those I have not mentioned will be extremely annoyed.

Chaplaincy is still a very new experience, I am testing the water with all kinds of ideas for the staff room, opportunities for reflection, and connections between organisations and with the local community. I have the joy of St. George’s Community Hub being an Anglican Diocesan Building with a mission statement. Organisations often choose this place because work is set in a spiritual context. However the need to be present but not intrusive is as challenging as in any other framework and I am looking forward to a journey of discovery in the art of Chaplaincy alongside the expertise of chaplains from many contexts. 

Oh surprise for the day, a year 8 class from Shropshire have just arrived to visit the Peace Garden and would like to talk to the Chaplain, bye!!!!  Need to work on in house communication!

Should you fancy a dip one day, take the plunge and contact me!

Rev’d Caroline George

