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Aims of the Churches’ Industrial Group Birmingham

· to establish and develop Industrial Mission in the Birmingham area through industrial chaplains and others

·  to promote the understanding and interpretation of the Christian faith in economic life, in conjunction with industrial and commercial undertakings, trades unions and organisations dealing with the training or employment 

· to be a resource to the church in relation to work and economic life, affirming work as part of God’s creative purpose for all people

Core activities and purpose

To learn about industry and commerce and how it affects people

* through chaplaincy

* through links with the Chamber of Commerce, Unions and others

To care for people at work

*through chaplaincy

*resourcing local churches

*networking with helping agencies

To act with others in promoting a more humane and just society by offering the insights of the Christian faith

*researching and acting on key economic issues

*encouraging good working practice and positive cultures

To share with the wider church the knowledge gained in order to stimulate a greater awareness of the impact of industry and commerce on society

* providing briefings and other material

* providing training and education on chaplaincy and ‘faith and work’

6

City Centre Chaplaincy – picture / text

Jaguar Land Rover  - picture/ text

Kings Heath High Street – picture text
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NEC group – picture / text

Solihull TC – picture/ text

Airport – picture / text

Other Chaplaincies include Blythe Valley Business Park, Webster and Horsfall / Latch and Batchelor, West Midlands Fire Service, Town Hall/ Symphony Hall, the Jewellery Quarter, Birmingham Law Courts, West Midlands Police.
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Management

Our Patron is the Lord Mayor of Birmingham and our Presidents are Rt Revd David Urquhart, Bishop of Birmingham, Rt Rev Bernard Longley, Archbishop of Birmingham and Major Samuel Edgar, Free Church Moderator.

The management council chaired by Hayward Osborne, Archdeacon of Birmingham includes expertise from Aston Business School, social enterprise, the Chamber of Commerce, Trade Unions, Human Resources, companies and churches. 

For further details of the management council, chaplaincies and our annual accounts see our website or contact the CIGB office.

Working with us

If you are interested in building a good economy please think how you might work with us.

Churches

Business and other organisations
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Team Leader      picture – use last years

Through out 2009 CIGB continued to respond to recession. Our chaplains have given significant support to individuals facing redundancy and to organisations facing change. Some redundancies are sudden while others are long drawn out processes, neither is a good place to be, either for those made redundant or those responsible for making cuts. Supporting people through all this is demanding work and we are grateful to the largely voluntary team, which has given so much. 

As part of our work on recession we have briefed denominational Church Leaders, run a morning event for local church leaders, participated in thinking on Christian approaches to economy and given a presentation at diocesan synod to help equip churches.

As usual there has been movement in the chaplaincy team with new arrivals in Kings Heath and Birmingham City Centre. We continue to grow the team of voluntary chaplains and 12 people attended our annual chaplains training course. We will be exploring new areas of chaplaincy as a result.

Another strong theme for 2009 has been faith and work. The ‘Our Work in God’s Workplace’ project delivered an excellent day for Christians working in the criminal justice system. CIGB was jointly responsible for a workshop at the Transforming Disciples conference and as a result a booklet ‘About our Father’s Business’ is now available to assist churches in this area. It is available on the CIGB website. In 2010, working with ‘Faith Encounter’ CIGB is running a multi Faith ‘Faiths at work’ programme funded by the DCLG.

Work on business ethics and responses to climate change are on going.

